Official Academic Statement on the Historical
Primacy of Gundishapur:

The World’s First University**

The Academy of Gundishapur, founded in the 3rd century CE during the Sassanian era in lIran,
stands as the earliest known institution in human history that embodies the full structural,
educational, and research characteristics of a modern university. Unlike earlier schools or
philosophical centers that emerged in Greece, Rome, India, or Alexandria, Gundishapur uniquely
integrated higher education, scientific research, a teaching hospital, and a structured medical

curriculum within a unified academic system.

As a comprehensive center of knowledge, Gundishapur established—centuries ahead of its time—
the foundational elements of university education:
a formal faculty system, tiered academic training, admissions and examinations, clinical teaching
wards, pharmacological research units, and a multilingual scholarly environment. These components
collectively represent the earliest complete model of a university in the global history of higher

education.

Gundishapur was also an international hub of intellectual exchange. It brought together leading
scholars from diverse traditions—Iranian, Greek, Syriac, Indian, and Egyptian—creating one of the
world’s first truly multicultural and interdisciplinary academic communities. Within its teaching
hospital, the Academy developed structured clinical training, systematic medical documentation, and

one of the earliest forms of evidence-based healthcare.

The influence of Gundishapur extended well beyond late antiquity. Its academic frameworks
profoundly shaped the scientific institutions of the early Islamic era, including the hospitals of
Baghdad, Damascus, and Cairo, and contributed to the intellectual foundations upon which the
medieval universities of Europe—such as Bologna and Paris—were later established. Many historical
analyses consider Gundishapur the world’s oldest organized university with continuous academic

activity, predating European universities by several centuries.

Today, the legacy of Gundishapur represents not only a cultural treasure of Iran, but also a
foundational milestone in the global history of universities, medical education, and scientific inquiry.
Recognizing and revitalizing this heritage is essential for honoring the shared scientific history of
humanity and for reaffirming the role of ancient Iran in shaping the architecture of world

civilization.

Gundishapur: The First University of Humankind —
The birthplace of structured higher education and academic medicine

Headquarters to commemorate the 70th anniversary of Ahvaz
Jundishapur University of Medical Sciences
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